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found necessary to send across from Arracan at different
times during the progress of a campaign. The country around
is well cultivated and inhabited, and the herds of cattle are
numerous, and of a very fine large description. During the
cold and dry season of the year, or from November to May,
the depth of -water in the Man river rarely exceeds 10 or 12
inches, and even in September, when the inundations were
nearly at their height in Ava, I found the stream always ford-
able, though in some few places its depth proved inconveni-
ently great.

47th. The third division of the route from Maphe to Tsedo
passes for the whole 16 miles, over a thinly wooded country,
in which small villages are scattered at short intervals ; and
the space between Shwezuto and the Kamboong Chokey con-
sists of a succession of hillocks, between, and over which,
there is a very good path, practicable for carts.

48th. The last division of the route from Tsedo, whether
directed to Memboo or Shembegwen on the Irawattee river,
every where passes over a fertile, highly cultivated, and well
inhabited country, presenting every facility to the advance,
and for the support, of an invading army.

49th. From this detailed notice of the route, it must, I
think, be evident, that whether viewed with reference to its
distance from Ava or Calcutta, the comparative facility with
which troops and stores can be conveyed by sea from Calcutta
to Khyouk Phyoo, and thence to Aeng, or the superior re-
sources of the province itself, every consideration most strik-
ingly enforces the vast superiority of this, over every other
known route between the British and Burmese territories :
its practicability for troops has been already proved, and the
facility with which laden cattle can traverse it, is annually
shewn by the caravans of the Shan merchants, who repair
from the extreme eastern frontiers of the Burmese dominions
to Aeng, every cold-season, with their laden bullocks, amount-
ing annually to between two and three thousand, which ar-
rive in the highest possible condition.

50th. By whatever line we may attempt to penetrate the
mountain barrier which, separates us from Ava, extensive